
Office of Public Health and Education
An Overview

USAID Forward Outreach Event
March 2, 2012



The Changing Picture of Health in 
Cambodia

Indicators CDHS 2000 CDHS 2005 CDHS 2010

<5 Mortality Rate (per 1,000 live 
births) 124 83 54

Infant Mortality Rate (per 1,000 live 
births) 95 65 45

Fertility : Total Fertility Rate 4 3.5 3.0

Contraceptive Prevalence Rate 19% 27% 31.4%

Ante-natal care visits 32% 69% 89%

Delivery by skilled provider 32.8% 43.8% 71%

Delivery at health facility 10% 21.5% 54%

Maternal Mortality Ratio (per 
100,000 live births) 437 472 206

Underweight Earlier data not 
comparable 

28% 28%

Anemia (women 15-49 years) 58% 47% 44.4%

Exclusive Breastfeeding 10% 60% 74%

Households with Iodized Salt 14% 73% 82.7%

Fully immunized (12-23 months) 40% 66.6% 79%



Strategic Framework for Health & Education

Improved health status with emphasis 
on vulnerable populations

Improved maternal and 
child health practices in 

communities and 
facilities 

Strengthen health systems 
and governance

Improved effectiveness 
and efficiency of 

infectious disease control 
programs

Improved relevance, 
quality and access in 
education, with a 
special focus on youth 

Cross-Cutting Issues: 
Nutrition, Youth, Gender, 

Technology and social media
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Maternal and Child Health

MCH
• Promote key MCH health interventions in 

facilities and in the community
• Diarrhea and ARI control and treatment
• Immunization
• Improve access to quality services 
• Support training, coaching, and supervision 
• Working through VHSG “Commune Councils”
Nutrition
• Micronutrient supplementation
• Food fortification
• Infant and young child feeding
• Water and sanitation 
Family Planning
• Family planning service provision
• Social marketing of RH/MCH commodities



Infectious Diseases 

Tuberculosis 
• Improve access to quality TB diagnosis and treatment 

through community-based and private sector networks
• Increase access to HIV testing and care among TB 

patients
• Improve multi-drug resistant TB case management
• Improve TB diagnosis capacity at national and provincial 

levels
• Improve infection control
Malaria (with central and regional programs) 
• Improve access to early diagnosis and treatment
• Improve prevention behaviors among people living in 

malaria zones
Other Infectious Diseases 
• Strengthen animal and human surveillance and response
• Pandemic preparedness and planning 



Health System Strengthening

Health financing
• Reduce financial barriers to health services among 

the poor through Health Equity Fund (HEF) and  
community- based health insurance  schemes

Service quality improvement
• Strengthen managerial and technical capacity of 

hospital and health center staff 
• Improve facility-based infection control 
• Strengthen referral systems
• Improve private sector licensing and regulation
Information systems
• Support development of integrated web-based 

health information systems
• Promote data analysis and use
Drug quality monitoring  
• Improve national and provincial capacity in testing 

for counterfeit and sub-standard drugs
• Increase public awareness 



• Peer education among most-at-risk populations
• Sex workers (Entertainment Workers)
• Men who have sex with men (MSM) 
• Drug users 
• Clients of sex workers

• Condom social marketing
• HIV counseling and testing 
• Community- and clinic-based care

• Home care and referrals
• Care for orphans and vulnerable children 
• Opportunistic infections and treatment (ART)

• Prevention of mother-to-child transmission
• Tuberculosis and HIV co-infection
• Surveillance and “strategic information” for planning
• Laboratory support and blood safety 

HIV/AIDS



Education

Increased Relevance, Quality, and Access in Education

Scope Technical Approach
• 5-year, $10 million project
• Primary/lower secondary schools
• 3 provinces
• Cross cutting themes -- gender,

poverty, partnerships

• Scholarships 
• School improvement grants 
• Relevant lower secondary life 

skills curriculum
• Teacher training
• School management training
• Local civil society and 

government capacity 
development
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